
Notices 6th February 2024 
 
Dear All 
 
It is finally here, LZ7 Illuminate mission week.  As you read this, the team will have been in Ferrers and 
Sharnbrooke schools.  So far the feedback is very positive.  Today they are in Raunds Manor and 
tomorrow Rushden Academy and Friday Huxlow school.  Please uphold LZ7 and support group and all 
the children and teachers in your prayers.  Then Friday and Saturday it is the concerts.  If you are able 
to bake a cake for either Friday or Saturday for the parent’s zone please let Emma know and she will 
tell you where and when to drop it off.   Emma@whitefriarschurch.org.uk or 07957080074.  Thank you. 
 

 
 

From the PCC of Whitefriars Church 

 

The PCC held an extra-ordinary meeting on 4 March to discuss whether any changes should be made to the 

Parish Profile in view of (i) the resignation of Lizzie Coyston as Youth Minister and (2) there being no 

applicants for the post of Incumbent, and in particular around the use of the word ‘orthodox’ in describing 

the kind of priest we are looking for. 

 

(1) There was discussion about re-writing the Parish Profile to remove references to the work done by 

Lizzie. It was felt that it was important to leave this in since it is such a recent feature of the church’s work 

with youth. To clarify the situation to applicants, an addendum will be added at the start of the profile stating 

that Lizzie had felt called and responded to a move to another parish and that the work she had been doing 

with our youth would be continued by a group of four volunteers. 
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(2) There was lengthy discussion around Scripture teaching on same-sex relationships and what was meant 

by the term ‘orthodox’. Three options were considered: (a) remove the word altogether from the Parish 

Profile, (b) leave the Parish Profile as it is and (c) reword the sentence for the sake of clarity. Option (c) was 

chosen. It was agreed that the following would be put into the Parish Profile: "Our PCC has engaged 
positively with the LLF discussion, and as a majority would seek to appoint an incumbent who is orthodox 
in this area. The PCC recognises, however, that the congregation of Whitefriars comes from a wide range 
of theological standpoints, and we acknowledge that we as a church have a need to explore the LLF 
discussion in more depth." 
 

Melvyn Hunter 

(PCC secretary) 

 
 
Next Sunday is the 4th Sunday in Lent and is Stepping out.  Please do think and pray about who you 
could invite to one of the activities. 

 

 
 

Books 'n' More 
10:30 - Coffee Barne, Higham Ferrers 

Contact Nisha or Karen for more details 
nishaslater71@gmail.com / karen.woolley@outlook.com 

 
Coffee N Encounters 

 

 
Our café with optional board games theme is continuing, but at the new venue of the Salvation Army 
Café (Sally Ann's) on Church Street at 10.15am The Salvation Army aren't using the café and have 
kindly given it over to us for this time. We'll be serving hot and cold drinks and cakes, there will be a 

short faith-based talk and lots of time to chill and chat. Feel free to bring mates, and if you can please 
bring something sweet to share with others. Unlike the previous venue, we need to provide the drinks 

ourselves and do the set-up/clear away, so it would be great if you can help. For more information 
please contact Simon King on king.simon@live.co.uk, or 07887 390022, or just turn up. 

 
 

Countryside Walks 

Sunday 10th March, HOLCOT HIKE a walk in and near Holcot, not far from Pitsford Reservoir. Meet 

at Glebe Close, Holcot, NN6 9TF, off the road that goes to Pitsford Reservoir, near the crossroads in 

time to leave at 10.30. 

Please also contact Andrew if you need a lift to and from any of the walks. 

e-mail: andrew.presland.harborough58@gmail.com 
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 This crazy bunch recently endured the 2 mile cross country route of FnR. 

 

 

Sounds an easy challenge hey? But add exercises, uneven terrain & a non-stop fast walking pace it 
soon becomes more of an endurance. Heart & lungs pounding, arms pulling, legs pushing, 

concentration focused. Fatigue sets in, sweat builds. Make it through to see adrenalin provide a kick to 
the finish! Such an achievement! Such a boost for the week ahead. What a fun way to enjoy a Sunday 
morning with like-minded people.  Want to join in? Contact Pete Biz or Matt Croxon via ChurchSuite. 

Meeting at Irchester Country Park 
at 10.15 

For a health questionnaire or more information please contact Pete or Matt directly 

pc-bisgrove@tiscali.co.uk or matt.croxon@gmail.com 
 

 
Silver Service 

10:30 - The Bridge 
A more reflective service of worship, teaching and prayer 

Contact Melvyn for more details info@csr-kenya.co.uk 
 

And in the Evening 

Stepping In 

On Sunday Evening in the school Staff Room 
Worship and prayer 

7pm till 8pm ish 
Contact Richard Holley 
reholley@ntlworld.com 

 
 
Prayers for the New Vicar 

We are still praying each Sunday at 9.45am for our new vicar.  Please join us in the library before the 
service. 

Lent Lunches 
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The Lent lunches dates are 6th,13th and 20th March, 12 noon to 1.00pm in St. Mary’s Church 
Hall.  Thank you to everyone who has offered to make and serve soup. 

Message from Rachel Murphy: Women Who Pray 

Are you a woman? Do you like to pray? Do you enjoy cake? I would love to set up a prayer group for 
women, to run once a month on the weekend over coffee and cake. This would be spirit led and we 
can pray for whatever is on people's hearts, whether that be a person, the church, the country or the 
world. There will be no fixed agenda. It will be a completely safe space where women can learn from 
each other about prayer, scripture, prophecy, words of knowledge and pictures. Each woman brings 
their own faith, gifts and knowledge. I am happy to host in my home in Higham Ferrers. If you'd like to 
come along or just receive further details (no commitment) please do get in touch with 
Rachel rachjmurphy@yahoo.co.uk and I'll share details of dates, times and address once everything is 
set.  
 
A message from Andrew Presland  

One of the 4th Rushden (Whitefriars) Scout Group leaders who came to the church litter pick last 
Saturday is an active collector of aluminium cans, which she crushes and passes on to the Helipads 
for Hospitals charity. She is keen to pick up, each Sunday morning from the school, any that we have 
collected as a church (if it turns out that we are big enough can users to make this worthwhile). 
Although she isn't due to start coming on Sunday mornings yet, please can you hang on to any cans 
that you have - or that you collect - until she does start fetching them please?  Thanks - Andrew 
Presland. 

Refreshments setting up rota 
One very kind person has volunteered to join the refreshments setting up rota.  We really do need two 
more people to join that rota.  Is this something you could do? 
 
Cleaning Rota 
We now only have three people on the cleaning rota.  Could you share the load? If five more people 
could offer to clean you would only be asked to clean the Bridge once every two months!!!   Could you 
give a couple of hours once every two months? Thank you. 
 
If you would like more details about the different rotas and what each job entails, please chat to me on 
Sunday.   

With blessings, 

Sara Owst, 
Ministry Resources Manager   
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